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DR. SAHIDALLAH 4
PHILOLOGIST PAR EXCELLENCE e
(1885-1969) _:;
Dr. Muhammad Sahidullah, the eminent philologist of Bengali was the
son of this soil. He was born on 10th July,1885 in the village Pearah near Eed
Haroa in the district of North 24 Parganas. He was the first Muslim student who -
passed with Sanskrit Honours from City College, Calcutta in the year 1910.
He did his post- graduation from the University of Calcutta as a lone candidate bl
in Comparative Literature as favoured by Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay, the e
then Vice-Chancellor, in the year 1912. In the year 1914, after acquiring a law
degree, he joined the Basirhat Court as a young lawyer. But he was much Bl
uncomfortable with this profession and naturally left the practice and decided s,
to join the Calcutta University as a research fellow under the great poet Dinesh '
Chandra Sen. He left for Dacca in the year 1921 and ultimately for Sorbonne b
University of France in the year 1926. He was awarded Ph.D. Degree from this s,
university for his original research on Charyapada written in French. Subsequently, b
he acquired knowledge on Vedic, Tibetian and Prakrita languages through P
immense research. In his life style he was very simple, open hearted and of s,
non-egoistic nature and he dedicated himself for the cause of communal
harmony in a major way. He was a renowned personality in the field of Ed
Comparative Philology. Often a parallelism is drawn between Dr. Sahidullah s,
and Dr. Suniti Kumar Chattapadhyay for their contribution in Philology. Of his
books," History of Bengali literature', ‘History of Bengali Languge', Bengali Bt
Grammar,' Padmavati'," Vidyapati Satak',) Rubayet-e-Umar Khayam', o,
'Dinwan-e- Hafiz', 'Buddhist Mystic Songs', 'Pearls from the Holy Prophet', e
etc. are worth mentioning. This great son of Bengal breathed his last on &
13th July, 1969 e
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£l CHANDRAKETUGARH Eeq
k4 THE ANCIENT PORT CITY by
:fj' * West Bengal can boast of many ancient historical locations :j’ ‘
b4 of which one of utmost importance is the archaeological site b
ke of Chandraketugarh situated in Berachampa of North 24 ha
v Parganas. Sites of Haroa, Debalaya, Hadipur, Singherati, v
kel etc. have yielded similar relics of ancient Bengal.The relics Eed
k2 can be dated from the Post - Mourya to the Pala period ke
Eog including those of the Sunga, Kanva and Kusana and Gupta Eol
£l periods. Excavations have brought to light evidence to prove -,;2_
"y that Chandraketugarh was a flourishing coastal town from e
f.‘j" about 4th Century B.C.E. down to the post Gupta age having fj‘
bd trade contact with foreign countries in the early period of its b
ke history. The objects which have been found by incomplete k4
< but applaudable attempts of Archaeological Survey of India o
ked and private owners are gold and copper coins, ivory bangles k-2
& and necklaces, bronze and terracotta female figures, various ke
kg dolls, icons of gods and goddesses like Parvati, Yaksha, £l
-;%«. Yakshini and others. Various kinds of pots including Northern '{;;.
v Black pottery of small and large plates, cups, bowls, tubs, etc. A
fj’ pottery cups with small spout (Unique in India), pitchers, jugs, :fj’
_”_‘*f' basins, potteries, black polished pottery engraved in Brahmi }'
fi- letters and many others of red ware pottery are found. Potter's _‘:1-
< wheels and pottery drain pipes also indicate that the L2
kel antiquity belongs roughly to the 3rd-4th century B.C.E. Portions [
'@; of the port city like a temple complex named as
[l "Khana-Mihirer Dhibi" have been discovered. :
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